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Soldier Burials with Service Information 
I have a nice table that shows soldiers buried in Caledonia County, Vermont. I’ve chosen the sort I like best: 

conflict (in chronological order, a custom sort), followed by cemetery, and then alphabetically by name within 

the cemetery. I really want to add something about each soldier’s service. How can I do that? The original 

report is a list of people report, but military tags are events. I will need to compare the list of soldiers in the list 

of people report to those same soldiers with their various military event tags created by a list of events report. 

Open the example report, “soldiers_cemeteryD.xlsx”. It opens with two columns hidden, Columns G and 

H. You need to “unhide” those columns. The composite screenshot below illustrates my “unhide” technique. 

1. Click on the small square containing a triangle just above row 1 and to the left of column A. This selects the 

entire worksheet. 

2. Move the cursor slowly to the right until it turns into the small downward arrow. 

3. Right-click to open the context menu. 

4. Click on “Unhide”. Columns G and H will magically appear. 

 

Those two columns were added to the output of the original report. Column G, ID Number, creates a 

unique point of comparison between this list of people report and a list of events report. Column H, the cause 

of death flag, was included because I also wanted an efficient way to highlight those soldiers whose death was 

caused by the conflict in which they served. Notice the two names in bold highlighted by light blue. Samuel 

Ward Rollins died a few days after being released from confinement as a prisoner of war in the Civil War. 

Horace B. Ward was killed in the Battle of Remagen in World War II. 
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One other change is incorporated in the original soldiers’ burials report. The Temporary flag value is 

changed in the secondary output. This will allow me to limit my list of military events to those people in the 

original report. Creating this final report thus requires a sequence of three reports: (1) a list of people report that 

resets the Temporary flag value to its default; (2) a list of people report that forms the main body of the final 

table; and (3) a list of events report that includes dates of enlistment or service and military units. If your final 

report requires a sequence of reports, it’s helpful to set that sequence in TMG’s Book Manager and run the 

report from there. 
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The List of Military Events Report 

Military companies, military regiments, and battles are all pseudo-people in my TMG database. It’s very 

unlikely that you enter these data in the same way in your database, so don’t think you need to copy the details 

in this report creation. See if you can create the same end report, though. 

 

My filter for the list of events selects first any Principal1 whose Temporary flag value equals that created in 

my initial list of people report. (I do change this value often enough that I routinely use the [?] for flag values 

and input the correct value when a report is run.) If a military event tag involves a real person, that person is 

Principal1. I have a variety of military event tags. Those that might include data on enlistment and military units 

are the four in this filter. You might need to filter for only one military event tag. 

This report is intended only as a list of military information for use by other reports. Therefore, sorting and 

filtering, analyzing, and manipulating this report is unnecessary. Not all the output columns shown below are 

essential, but some of them are included to highlight any inconsistent data entries. Essential columns are: (1) 

Prin1 ID (the unique value that connects this report to the list of people report); (2) Prin2 Last, Given (the 

name of the military unit pseudo-person); (3) Date (because I want that information in the original report). The 

sort output is important, but will be explained in the section titled “VLOOKUP” (below). 
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VLOOKUP 

VLOOKUP and MATCH are two Excel functions important in comparing and connecting data from 

multiple worksheets, or in TMG parlance, TMG reports output as spreadsheets. The essential part of these two 

formulas, the VLOOKUP function, says, “Look at the value in cell G2 (Prin1 ID). In the “enlistment” 

worksheet, look at the data in Columns B through F. If you find a value that matches the value in cell G2, enter 

the contents of the first cell defined by the value match’s corresponding row and the fifth column in the range, 

i.e., Column F (the Date). The value must be an exact match (the “FALSE” part of this formula). The 

IFERROR part of this formula tells Excel that if no match is found, leave this cell blank (the “” at the end of 

the formula). 

 



 2018, Susan Goss Johnston Burials with Service Information Page 5 of 5 

VLOOKUP enters a value when the first match is found, and then it stops looking. If you look at the 

military list of events report, you will see that several of the people on the list served in more than one company, 

or have a Milit-Serv entry, but no Milit-Enl entry. The Tag Type labels were included in this report, and are the 

first sort level, because I wanted to create a priority list for the VLOOKUP function. If the soldier had precise 

enlistment information, I wanted that to appear in the original report table. If not, I wanted the service 

information from the Milit-Serv tag to appear. If the soldier had more than one enlistment tag, I wanted the 

earliest to appear in the report. 

The other way to handle this “first match and quit” problem is to work from the report with multiple entries 

per person, the list of events report, and tell VLOOKUP to enter the information from the list of people report. 

Then, the final report can be edited as desired. This is the method to use when you want a list of people with 

parents and all spouses. Start with a list of events (marriages) report and use the list of people report as your 

source for personal information, such as birth and death information and parents’ names. 

Conditional Formatting 

Applying special formatting to a cell or row if the contents meet specified criteria is a very effective 

spreadsheet feature. One sequence to access this feature is: Select the body of the table > from the Home tab > 

Conditional Formatting > New Rule > “Use a formula to determine which cells to format” > enter the 

formula that describes the conditions to be met > set the format. 

 

For this report, the formula is =$H2=”W”. If an entry in Column H equals “W” (quotes tell Excel that W 

is a text entry), apply bold font and light blue background to the entire row within the selected area. How do 

you designate someone who died in a war in your database?  

. 


