
Generating a large book using TMG 
Journal Reports and Microsoft Word

Issues and solutions



Issues

Types of Journal Reports

Dealing with exhibits

Too big to generate as single report

Reducing source citation pages

Obsolete source citations

Finding and removing duplicate 
narrative

Page headers and chapter 
headings

Introducing the List of Children

Format choices



Book Production Plan

Some manually written introductory material, followed by:

TMG Descendant Journal Report(s) to generate the narrative and source citations

Spouse events included

Output to Microsoft Word

Some formatting and style adjustments made in Word

Word final draft converted to PDF format

Oversize charts generated with Family Historian, saved as PDFs

PDFs sent to commercial publishing house to be printed and bound
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Descendant TMG Journal Report - “A” Configuration



Descendant TMG Journal Report - “B” Configuration



Book Organization - “B” Configuration
301 pages, 8 ½ x 11

A single TMG Descendant Journal Report

Journal Report Subjects are a Focus Group composed of 13 
key ancestors of Patricia, set up as 13 chapters

Each narrative is carried forward until it intersects with a 
spouse in a previous chapter, where it is terminated with a 
back reference to the previous chapter

Selected collateral lines are carried forward beyond the 
intersecting generation

Patricia’s ancestors’ names use bold font in their main entries

Report person numbers are included on fold-out charts 
generated with Family Historian



Three Types of Numbers

TMG ID Number

● A unique identifier assigned by TMG to each person when added to the data set

TMG Reference Field

● Optional additional alphanumeric identifier assigned by the user 

Report Person Number

● Number assigned by TMG when the Journal Report is generated, sequential as    
persons are introduced in a particular report



Applying Report Person Numbers to FH Charts

Run a draft of the Journal Report, including TMG ID numbers

Extract the Report Person Numbers from the Journal Report

Create a text file listing Report Person Numbers with associated TMG ID numbers

Use TMG Utility's Set Person Field, Set Field From File feature to populate the TMG 
Reference Field with the Report Person Numbers

Do a GEDCOM export of the TMG project, exporting the Reference Field as REFN

Import the GEDCOM into Family Historian

Set the Family Historian Diagram Options > Text > Text Scheme to include REFN 



Family Historian Oversize Chart Example



Descendant TMG Journal Report - “C” Configuration



Book Statistics - “C” Configuration
930 pages, 8 ½ x 11

Narrative in 10-point type size

Endnotes in 8-point type size

12 chapters, ranging from 2 pages to 239 pages

4,558 descendents of one couple, 3,436 spouses 
of descendants, plus parents of spouses

13,556 source citation endnotes

1,017 figures

2 foldout charts 11 x 17



Ancestor TMG Journal Report 
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Journal Report Options Setting for Exhibits



Dealing with Exhibits

TMG generates exhibits and captions as separate items “in line with text”

Lots of resizing and repositioning is needed

Helpful solution: Change layout of each exhibit to “Square” or “Tight” (doesn’t 
address captions)

Better solution: Place each exhibit and its caption in a new two-row table

Exhibit and caption can be resized and repositioned as a unit with text flowing 
around it

Figure numbering can be added to the caption manually



Manual Figure Numbering

Open Styles & Formatting panel

Go to Graphic > Next

Right arrow x2  [moves cursor to start of caption]

Insert > Reference > Caption  [inserts figure number field with label like Fig.]

Period Space [terminates field, moves to start of caption text]

Ctrl-Shift-Down arrow [selects all of caption text]

Choose Captions format from Styles & Formatting panel

Repeat for next caption [assumes all figures have captions]

Good opportunity to record a macro



Manual Figure Numbering - alternate method

In front of a caption type Figure (or Fig., etc.)

Click Ctrl F9 to cause a pair of “field braces” to appear: 

 

Type or paste SEQ Figure \* ARABIC in the space between the field braces:

Copy that structure (omitting “your caption”), and paste it in front of all captions

Select all text in the document and press F9 to produce book-wide figure numbers

A Table of Figures can be inserted where desired



Setup for Table 
of Figures

All subdocuments must use 
the same Caption Label and 
figure number Field Code. 
Setting here must match



Source Citations for Exhibits -1

Event tag with one exhibit 
and one source citation 
outputs the citation 
reference number just 
before the exhibit and the 
caption just after



Source Citations for Exhibits -2

The citation reference number 
has been pasted at the end of the 
caption.

The figure and the caption have 
been pasted into a two-row table

The table can be dragged within 
the document using the small box 
at its upper left corner

The table and the image within it 
can be resized by dragging the 
corner anchors



Text Wraps Around Each Table As It Is Repositioned



FixPix_9

FixPix_9 is a Word macro that assembles exhibits and captions into tables, 
creates caption field codes, and can attach source citations to captions

I will supply a descriptive document, and if desired the macro code, upon 
request, but:

● Quite complex
● Only tested with Word 2003
● Depends on certain Word settings, not fully identified
● Word requires lowest security setting
● I can provide only very limited support
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Too Big to Generate as Single Report (“C” Configuration)

Word’s Master Document feature allows multiple TMG Journal Reports to be combined in a single master 
document

Each TMG Journal Report is an independent subdocument, with its own report person numbers 
starting at #1

Cross references to persons in other subdocuments can be added manually in Word or placed in TMG 
tags

Each subdocument has its own source citations starting at #1

TMG-generated index codes in the subdocuments are automatically processed to create a book-wide 
index

Page numbers are automatically adjusted throughout the book as subdocuments are revised

Consistent styles and formatting are facilitated



Part of Master Document, Outline View



Working With The Master Document

Start with a new blank document in Outline view

Use the Master Document toolbar buttons to create subdocument “placeholders” 
and insert existing Word documents at those locations

Toolbar also allows subdocuments to be expanded or collapsed within the Master 
Document

Other text can be added between subdocuments by typing or pasting, just like any 
other Word document

Subdocuments can be edited within or outside the Master Document



Portion of Book-Wide Index

The index was inserted in Master Document after last subdocument
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Reducing Endnote Real Estate

CD1 vs CD2 (source location || source content)

Use Unique Endnotes, but beware of CM in FF and SF templates

Title vs. Short Title

Lumping vs splitting sources

Citation consistency

Repository short names

Endnote formatting



Use Unique Endnotes, but beware of CM in FF and SF templates

TMG Help says: “... uniqueness for an endnote is based on the combination of three pieces: 
the source, [CD1] and [CM1].”

Tests show:
 [CM1] content does not cause additional Endnotes if FF and SF contain [CD]

[CD2] content does not cause additional Endnotes if FF and SF contain [CD]
[CD1] content does cause additional Endnotes if FF and SF contain [CM]

Also:
[CD1] content does cause additional Endnotes if FF and SF do not contain [CD] or [CM]



Endnote/Footnote Real Estate Example

12-person TMG journal report, output to Word, 
endnote/footnote statistics for each option



Title vs. Short Title
Title is used for the first endnote for a source, Short Title for later endnotes

TMG will create a Short Title if none is specified
These are sometimes not optimum

T: Portrait and biographical record of Macoupin County, Illinois: containing biographical sketches of 
prominent and representative citizens, governors of the state and of the presidents of the United States

ST: Portrait and biographical record

T: The Bennett Family of Macoupin, Greene, and Jersey Co., IL; allied families Carroll, Stringer, 
Range, Sheehy, Jensen, and Gulliksen

ST: The Bennett Family

Best to specify ST when source is defined 



Lumping vs Splitting Sources: Effect on Endnote Space

The first endnote for each source uses the FF template (which usually includes CD)

Subsequent endnotes for the same source (with differing CDs) use the SF template

“Lumping” moves some of the source description from the other FF and SF fields to the CD

So “lumping” makes the CDs (which are part of both FF and SF) bigger than “splitting”

“Lumping” uses the same or less endnote real estate than “splitting” in test case

Lumping:
● Fewer 1st endnotes
● More subsequent endnotes
● Larger subsequent endnotes

Splitting:
● More 1st endnotes
● Fewer subsequent endnotes
● Smaller subsequent endnotes



Citation consistency

Don’t let accidental differences in [CD] create unneeded extra endnotes

Use TMG’s Repeat Last and Repeat Recent Citation buttons to exactly duplicate the CD

Use ORA to standardize new [CD] entries

Useful List of Citations reports

Use TMG-Utility’s Change Citation Parts  to improve consistency in multiple citations
-Add period to Given Name ending initial
-Move CD1 to CD2
-Registration card for draft
-Remove p before page number
-Replace square with curly braces



Repository short names
Use abbreviations for frequently used repository names

Define in Preface or at start of Endnotes

My set:



Endnote formatting

Endnotes as delivered by TMG are easily reformatted in Word for compactness

Chapter example:

Looks like this:
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Source Specifications May Have Changed  

Goal: Specify the source well enough so a future researcher can find it, but - - -

● Facilities or collections are relocated
● Repositories change resource names or identification numbers
● Websites are reorganized and URLs changed or eliminated
● Persons with information move or die
● Space limitations preclude reproducing the full source content



Compromise solution for obsolete source specs

#1 problem: URLs
General referral to Internet Archive / Wayback Machine

#2 problem: Ancestry and FamilySearch collection names
Some citations updated (requires verification), but most changes ignored
Future - Adding Collection ID number via ORA may help????

#3 problem: Library call numbers
Some citations updated (requires verification), but most changes ignored
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Duplicate Narrative in Report - “A” Configuration

LP1-GC3 & LP1-GC1 are 1st cousins

The narratives for LP1-GC3 & LP1-GC1 will 
include duplicate Lists of Children, but the second 
list will give back references like “see # 70” or 
“see previous” and will not continue to the next 
generation

If the option to include Spouse Events is selected 
the full narratives for LP1-GC3 & LP1-GC1 will be 
duplicated

There is no option in TMG to avoid this duplication 
without eliminating Spouse Events for the entire 
report, so unwanted text must be deleted in Word

Marriage of Cousins



Finding the Cousin Marriages -1

Create a Focus Group containing the Lead Progenitor and his/her descendants

Save the Focus Group as “Lead Progen w Desc” or similar

Create a flag with a similar name with default values Y, N, ?

Run a List of People report with the above Focus Group as subjects and use the 
Secondary Output to set the above flag to Y

Run a List of Events report with

The report will identify the cousin marriages 



Finding the Cousin Marriages -2

Use the List of Events report to locate the duplicated narrative sections in Word and 
manually delete one of the two duplicate sections

Optionally, replace the deleted narrative with forward or back references like “See 
spouse # 22” or “See spouse previous” or “See spouse following”

Optionally, leave the duplicated Lists of Children (with TMG-generated back 
references) in place for clarity and context

Optionally, if there are a large number of duplicated narrative cases, create a special 
tag type in TMG and add it to each person from the above LoE report

● Include some unique text in the special tag memo such as “*****Duplicate*****”
● Set the Journal Report option to include that tag type in the report
● In Word, search for this unique string and delete it along with the duplicated 

narrative that it marks



Duplicate Narrative in Report - “B” Configuration

Cousin marriage 
within LP1’s line

Marriage of LP1 and LP2 
descendants



Finding the Duplicated Narrative in “B” Configuration

Use the “cousin marriage” finding method described for the report “A” configuration

Set the Focus Group to include all Lead Progenitors and their descendants



Duplicate Narrative in Report - “C” Configuration

Cousin marriage 
within LP1’s line

Marriage of LP1 and LP2 
descendants



Finding the Duplicated Narrative in “C” Configuration

Use the “cousin marriage” finding method described for the report “B” configuration

Because each subdocument is an independent TMG Journal Report, TMG is 
unaware that narrative in a later subdocument duplicates that of the same person 
in an earlier subdocument

Therefore, TMG can’t terminate the narrative for later generations with a back 
reference, as it does for cousin marriage duplications it knows about

So the later subdocument contains narrative for all the descendants of each 
duplicated person - lots of duplication



This List of Events report (with Chapter ID added manually) shows only one 
marriage involves multiple Chapters (subdocuments) 

For that marriage, when the later subdocument report is run, temporarily set the 
couple as non-primary parents of each of their children. This will suppress all 
narrative of their descendants in that subdocument

Optionally, in the later subdocument add sentence like “See Chapter NN for their 
descendants” after the marriage statement for this couple (where NN is the name 
or number of the earlier chapter)

Reducing the Duplicated Narrative in “C” Configuration



More Duplicated Narrative - 1

Non-descendant marries multiple descendants of a Lead Progenitor

Example: non-descendant survivor marries sibling of deceased spouse

Narrative of non-descendant spouse is duplicated

Cases can be found with a modification of the “cousin marriage” method

Focus Group 1 for descendants of Lead Progenitor
Focus Group 2 adds spouses to Focus Group 1

Flag “Rel” (?,D,S) set to D from LoP for Focus Group 1
Flag “Desc+Sp” (?, Y, N) set to Y from LoP for Focus Group 2
Flag “Rel” then set to S from LoP with “Desc+Sp”=Y and “Rel”<>D

“Rel” now is D for descendants and is S for spouses of descendants



More Duplicated Narrative - 2

Run a List of Events report 
with this filter, sending the 
resulting report to Excel

Rearrange and sort in Excel 
to group the spouses (flag S) 
in one column, sorted by 
TMG ID number.

Add column that computes 
the difference in ID number 
from the previous row

Zero value indicates a 
marriage with duplicated text

{



Duplicate Narrative in Ancestor Journal Report 

Grandparents and their ancestors of married 1st cousins are duplicated
Great Grandparents and their ancestors of married 2nd cousins, etc

Siblings



Finding Duplicate Narrative in the Ancestor Journal Report 
Prepare a special version of the report to search for duplicate narrative sections

Set temporary report options:

● Include TMG ID numbers
● No sources, no exhibits, no Memos
● No bold fonts
● Other options same as planned for final report

Avoid ( ) in names, change Empty name text from default (--?--)

Generate the special version report to Word

It will be used to extract Report Person Numbers which TMG formats as bold 
font with a five-space prefix



Change Bold Numbers That Are Not Report Person Numbers

Make sequences of 1-4 
numbers unbold

Make the Report Person #s 
bold again to prepare for 
next step



Search the Special Version for Bold Numbers, Extract Them

Find the next bold number, 
which is the Report Person 
Number

Extend selection through “)” to 
include TMG ID number

Copy item, paste into new Word 
document, move to next line

Report Person number

TMG ID number



Format the List of Names & Numbers

Select the entire list

Convert it to a Table using “(” as the separator

Replace “)” with nothing using Word’s Replace All

Sort the table on the second column

Find the duplicated TMG ID numbers

This shows narrative for Report Person 93, 159, 
and 92 is duplicated and can be deleted

Candidate for automation with Word macro(s)
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Page Setup in Word

“Gutter” is the extra 
margin added to the inside 
edge to allow for paper 
hidden by the binding 
technique

“Mirror margins” for 
two-sided printing in a 
book with even-numbered 
pages on the left and odd 
on the right

The three different Header 
types are indicated here



Header Format Goals

Chapters start on 
odd-numbered (right 
side) pages with no 
header

Even-numbered pages 
show page number and 
chapter title

Odd-numbered pages 
show chapter number 
and page number



Chapter Start and Header Field Setup
Add Section Break (Next Page) in Master Document as needed for chapter starts

Choose different Header styles for Chapter title and Chapter number

Use different Header field codes for odd and even pages

1st page

Even page

Odd page
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Removing “There were no children of …”

“There were no children of …” is generated for a couple with no TMG-entered children if

1. one of the Principals has children with a different partner, and
2. the report covers at least one additional generation, so those children are carried forward

But this may be factually incorrect if, for example, that line has not been researched to 
determine whether the couple had children or not

The NarrativeChildren tag, with [:NONE:] in the sentence, will suppress this negative phrase

Alternate method:

● search in Word for “There were no children of …” and delete all instances, 
● add tags in TMG to generate appropriate positive or negative phrases for selected 

couples



Limitations of the NarrativeChildren Tag Type

NarrativeChildren allows alternate wording to introduce the List of Children

But it is only generated when there are children of the couple (or if one of the Principals has children with a 
different partner)

A custom Issue tag type in the Other Event or Marriage group, optionally with children as Witnesses, can 
include a variety of roles with differing sentence structures to handle various situations 

● Had no children
● No children identified
● Had three children
● Had children Tom, Mary, and Susan but the father is unknown
● Had a child, but which wife was the mother is not known
● Adopted two children
● Adopted her two orphaned nieces, Jenny Jones and Nancy Jackson
● Had no children of her own, but raised those of her husband’s deceased first wife
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Format Choices

Set some standards you will follow for formats of different kinds of material

My choices:

● Short quotes embedded in narrative: italics & quote marks ([ITAL] in TMG)
● Unembedded long quotes: indented italics, no quote marks ([ITAL][LIND] in TMG)
● Historical context material: unindented italics, no quote marks ([ITAL] in TMG)
● Research Notes: labeled as such, italics in smaller font (special tag type in TMG)
● Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition as guide, exceptions for personal 

preference



Reformatting Unembedded Long Quotes - [LIND] items

Use Word’s Find dialog to search for 
this paragraph format

Then use Replace All to convert to 
this paragraph format

Goal: Change TMG [LIND] formatted text to centered text with half-inch indentions



Formatting Research Notes
Research Notes are explanations of research problems or results of special interest

They are formatted in italics with smaller than normal font to make them stand out

They are generated with a custom TMG tag type with sentence     
[:CR:][:TAB:][FONTB:]Research note:  [:FONTB][M][SUP:]RN_End[:SUP]

They look like this:

Font B (Labels) is set in the Journal Report options as Times New Roman 8, italic

The end is marked with superscript “RN_End” to facilitate correction for variables like [P] or [L] in the text 
terminating the font prematurely



Conclusion

TMG and Word work well together to produce a large, publication-ready book

Plan on lots of drafts, making content edits in TMG whenever possible

Expect dealing with exhibits and with endnote real estate to be time consuming

Consider using Word macros to automate some often-repeated formatting steps


