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What is Transkribus?

• It is free to use (up to 100 pages/month).

• Uses AI models to read printed or handwritten text in 
document images that you upload.

• Different models trained on specific text types 
/alphabets / languages are available or custom 
models can be created

• Also, can train to read writing within boxes within 
forms (e.g., birth, death marriage document forms, 
selective service registrations, etc.)
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Source: https://www.transkribus.org/

155 Language Models: 
https://readcoop.eu/transkribus/public-models/

https://www.transkribus.org/
https://readcoop.eu/transkribus/public-models/


What is Claude?

• Claude is an AI platform built by Anthropic. It excels at tasks involving 

language, reasoning, analysis, coding, and more.

• Claude excels in a wide range of text-based tasks. Trained to ingest code, 

prose, and other natural language inputs, and provide text outputs in 

response.

• Prompts are best written as natural language queries

• Text Transcription and Translation, Data / Entity Extraction, Text 

Summarization
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Source: https://docs.anthropic.com/en/docs/welcome

Anthropic has developed a family of large language models (LLMs) named Claude as a competitor 
to OpenAI's ChatGPT and Google's Gemini.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Large_language_model
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_(language_model)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OpenAI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ChatGPT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Google
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gemini_(language_model)


One of My Challenges: Documents in Kurrent Script

The ability to read Kurrent script required to understand 
any German handwritten record created before WWII.
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Guide to Kurrent Script
Source: https://www.kurrent-lernen-muecke.de/pdf/Schreiblehrgang%20Kurrentschrift%20%202016-english.pdf

unter    reif,  rechnen, reich, schielen   bis



Transcribing Handwritten Records
• Here is a typical 18th Century church book birth entry written in 

German using the handwritten script called Kurrent.
• This can be very challenging due to:

• Poor resolution and/or contrast
• Handwriting legibility of the writer; running together of the text
• Foreign language issues and unfamiliarity with place names
• Script used in German documents was, except usually for names and 

sometimes places, handwritten in Kurrent script 

5S. Ullrich https://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/2568/44/1129/1742/84/0

https://digi.ceskearchivy.cz/2568/44/1129/1742/84/0


Transkribus Plans

• Individual is free to use (up 
to 100 pages/month).
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Source: https://www.transkribus.org/

They recently introduced a feature where 
they put the paid jobs first, which seems to 
be fair. So now you sometimes have to wait 
quite a bit for your recognition to work if you 
don’t want to pay.

PyLaia, which is the Handwritten Text Recognition engine. Super Models use different AI software.

https://www.transkribus.org/


Transkribus
• Trains different time periods using handwritten from that era
• It learns from users by correcting the transcription
• Create your own model based on records of interest using  PyLaia, 

which is the Handwritten Text Recognition engine. 
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Training Accuracy rates
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Training Workflow
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• https://help.transkribus.org/automatic-layout-
recognition?__hstc=48127928.e18f54428d428d828ddc23e174c0aaeb.1715893267898.1716323689119.1716327012782.8
&__hssc=48127928.2.1716327012782&__hsfp=2160068541

https://help.transkribus.org/automatic-layout-recognition?__hstc=48127928.e18f54428d428d828ddc23e174c0aaeb.1715893267898.1716323689119.1716327012782.8&__hssc=48127928.2.1716327012782&__hsfp=2160068541
https://help.transkribus.org/automatic-layout-recognition?__hstc=48127928.e18f54428d428d828ddc23e174c0aaeb.1715893267898.1716323689119.1716327012782.8&__hssc=48127928.2.1716327012782&__hsfp=2160068541
https://help.transkribus.org/automatic-layout-recognition?__hstc=48127928.e18f54428d428d828ddc23e174c0aaeb.1715893267898.1716323689119.1716327012782.8&__hssc=48127928.2.1716327012782&__hsfp=2160068541


Transkribus: File Upload 

1. In homepage, select, ‘Upload files’

2. Next, drag file into box OR open file 
folder and select a file to upload

3. After upload, hit ‘Submit’
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Transkribus: Start Recognition 

1. Select the file to transcribe. 

2. Select Recognize.
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Transkribus: Next Screen After Starting Recognition 

1. Click on Language model to find a public models. based on the document’s 
language, location and time frame. Select model. 
2. Scroll through options and select one to use. 
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Models default to your 
saved Favorite Models 
if you have any.

2

1



Transkribus: Post Text Recognition View

After Transkribus ‘reads’ the document, the document image and the line-by-line transcription are 
shown in two panels (left and right panels, respectively). The numbers in the image correspond to 
same number in the transcription and vice versa (e.g., see #1).

Clicking on a line (#2) on any side will highlight the corresponding line in the opposite panel (#3).

This allows easy proof reading of the transcription. 2nd clicking on a line in the image shows the line 
guide (#4). If a line misses word(s) the line can be extended, then re-run to transcribe this region (#5).

Any errors can be corrected in the transcription line by line (right panel). Save any corrections.
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3
2

Right: TranscriptionLeft: Original Image

1 1
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Options Post Transcription: Finalization
• vvvv
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Source: https://www.transkribus.org/

Options from dropdown menu:
Done, Final, Ground Truth
(Ground Truth is used for accurate and 
verified data which is used to train machine 
learning models) 

https://www.transkribus.org/


Export final transcription (text file) #1
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1) From Homepage, select 
the document to export the 
transcription.  Note shows 
recent documents by 
default. Check box.

2) To see all documents 
select ‘All Collections’ from 
the bottom right. Select 
document to open.

1



Transkribus: Export transcription #2 (text file)

16S.Ullrich©, 2024

1) From the top select the ellipsis. 
2) From the drop-down menu, select export. 
3) Select download in new menu, txt or XML.

2
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Transkribus: Defined Text boxes

Use this icon to pre-define regions that will be transcribed as separate regions

This is an example of three defined text regions.

Next run recognition.
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Use back arrow to undo an action



German Baptism Record Written in Kurrent Script

1850 German baptism record

TranscriptionOriginal

East

Otten

T(auf)
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In all German birth records, names of the subject and sometime parents etc. are usually written in the 
Latin alphabet. 

Luer



German

Achtzehnhundertfünfzig und fünfzig den 23ten Juny wurde getauft Johann Heinrich, 
geboren den 13ten May des J., Sohn der in East Brooklyn lebenden Eheleute Joh. Heinr. 
Otten u. Magdalene geb. Kern Tauf., Lüer Jäger

English

Eighteen hundred and fifty on the 23rd of June Johann Heinrich was baptized, born on 
the 13th of May of J.(unknown abbreviation), son of the East Brooklyn-living couple 
Joh.(Johann) Heinr. (Heinrich) Otten and Magdalene née Kern. Bapt., Lüer Jäger.

1850 German Baptism Record Written in Kurrent 
Script - Results

Transkribus Transcription

Translation (Google Translate)

S.Ullrich©, 2024 19

Overall excellent transcription, after minor correction can place 
transcription into a translation app if desired.

However, a certain knowledge of German needed to correct transcription.



Same Kurrent text in Claude
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Claude 

Riffo [or Rifso] Johann Heinrich, geboren den 13ten May d. J., Sohn d. in East Brooklyn 
lebenden Johann Heinr. Otten u Magdalene geb. Kern. Taufe: Luer Sager

Transcription

Transkribus

Achtzehn Hundertfünfzig und fünfzig den 23ten Juny wurde getauft Johann 
Heinrich, geboren den 13ten May des J., Sohn der in East Brooklyn lebenden 
Eheleute Joh. Heinr. Otten u. Magdalene geb. Kern Tauf, Lüer Jäger

Overall Claude does poor job with transcription of the Kurrent handwriting

Transcription



Use Claude to translate the German text Obtained 
Using Transkribus
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Example of Older Kurrent Document 
• Original text had sentences very crowded and individual text not sharp.
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Genetic xxxxxx
Source:

Fig. X

Transkribus failed. Perhaps different Kurent Model would work or requires training.



Example 2: Define Regions to Transcribe
• Define regions to transcribe.
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• Improved text transcription
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Transkribus Handwritten Table

S.Ullrich©, 2024

Transcription: 5th columnOriginal
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Claude: Handwritten Table

S.Ullrich©, 2024
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Comparison of Claude vs. Transkribus 
Transcriptons

S.Ullrich©, 2024

Claude            Transkribus

The transcription by 
Claude was exceptional 
compared to that of 
Transkribus.
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Claude: Transcription of Fraktur text
Transcription

Took ~15 seconds to completeMeyers Orts Gazetteer Entry 



28S.Ullrich©, 2024

Conclusions
• Transkribus excelled at reading Kurrent script but failed when trying to 

transcribe text handwritten in column format. 
• Transkribus has issue in older text with closely written sentence 

structure.
• Both Transkribus and Claude were able to transcribe a handwritten 

French document.
• Claude excelled at handwritten tabular data and printed Fraktur text.
• Transkribus software is much more complex due to the difficult nature 

of reading handwritten text from different writers and can recognize any 
kind of writing (given sufficient training).
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Help and Tutorials

• Facebook group: Transkribus Users 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/614090738935143

• Transkribus Webpage and Help section

• Youtube tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSf6va4_LxA

https://www.facebook.com/groups/614090738935143
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSf6va4_LxA
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