
AutoHotkey: Boosting Your 
Productivity

AutoHotkey is a powerful automation 
scripting language for Windows

Connie Marks
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Overview
• Hotstrings (Text Expansion)

Automatically converts short abbreviations into longer text  
• Hotkeys (Shortcut Keys)

Custom keyboard shortcuts that trigger actions (like using mouse buttons for copy/paste) 
• Simple Menu System

A custom popup menu triggered by the Pause key to quickly access programs and utilities 
• Third Party AHK Programs

Useful add-on tools like Simple Checklist and OCR with AI that extend AutoHotkey's 
capabilities 

• Getting Started
How to download and install AutoHotkey, plus recommended development tools 

• Additional Information
Resources for learning, including training videos and weekly Zoom sessions at the-

automator.com 
• Q&A Session

Interactive portion for demonstration, testing, and answering audience questions
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I. Hotstrings (Text Expansion)
Automatically convert short phrases into longer text 

•Key Benefits: 
•Speed up repetitive typing 
•Ensure consistency in frequently used 

text 
•Simple Examples: 

•Email addresses 
•Physical addresses  
•Common phrases



Hotstring Examples

• .crm >  crmarksiv@gmail.com

• .im > Improve this:  

• .mm    > Mortdecai

• !ahk    > AutoHotKey V2:

• .home  > 2711 Tumbling River Dr.



Programming
(It’s not hard)

• Programming is writing instructions for computers. You'll need two 
main things to get started:

1.An IDE (Integrated Development Environment) - Think of it as a 
smart text editor for code. I will be using Scit4AHK.

2.Basic programming  skill. What can the AHK do (verbs) and how 
do you get it to do it (Syntax) 

3. AHK has fantastic Documentation with lots of Example
https://www.autohotkey.com/docs/v2/

4. The AI agent Claude can help you write AHK V2 scripts(programs)



II. Hotkeys
Custom keyboard shortcuts for various actions 

Key Features: 

Fully customizable combinations 

Works with keyboard and mouse 

Case-insensitive by default
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Hotkeys - Examples

• Hotkeys you know and love: Copy (ctrl c) and Paste (Ctrl v)

I use it so much I programed my mouse buttons to do these two actions

• TMG Ctrl B, M, D, U for Birth, Marriage, Death, Burial Tags

• Replace - Select all and replace   Alt + R
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Hotkeys – Examples (Continued)

• Enter a password 

When the Media Previous key is pressed, an input box 
prompts you to enter a decryption key. Once provided, the 
stored encrypted key is decrypted, and the result is either 
placed in the clipboard or sent to the currently focused 
window.

• Go to a frequently used web site.
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Hotkeys – Examples (Continued)

• When you press Alt + Windows key + R, this script will 
automatically open your default web browser and navigate to 
the Roots Users website.  

• Run a program  ; Alt + Windows key + R



Hotkeys with TMG

The following hotkeys are designed for use with The Master 
Genealogist (TMG). Due to TMG's non-standard adherence to 
Windows conventions, these hotkeys leverage advanced AHK  
features, and I will not show the scripts.



Hotkeys with TMG - Examples

• When the hotkey WIN+F6 is pressed and the cursor is on a TMG tag, the 
program will read the tag and return the primary person's TMG ID number for 
that tag.

• When the hotkey Win+F7 is pressed and the cursor is on a TMG tag, the 
program will read the tag and return the full name of the primary person to 
the clipboard.

• When the Numpad Add or Numpad Minus key is pressed and the clipboard 
contains a number, this script will increase/decrease  that number by one 
and place the result in the input box.

• Search for a citation - Win F9

• T2A 144



III. Simple Menu System

• Custom menu triggered by Pause key

• Features: 
• Nested menu structure
• Quick access to common programs
• Organized by categories

• Example: 
• Main Menu → Utilities → Brother Scan+



IV.  Third Party AHK Programs.

• Simple Checklist 
• Get Active Path
• OCR with AI



V. Getting Started

Where to download AutoHotkey 

https://www.autohotkey.com/

Note, download and install, in this order 

Version 1 (for older scripts you will find on internet, which are not compatible with 
version 2)

Current Version (2.x) 

For building and working with scripts it is recommended you use an IDE editor.  
Scit4AHK is a great one for AHK which can be obtained at 
https://autohotkey.com/scite4ahk/



VI. Additional Resources

The-Automator.com 
• Professional training
• Video Courses with a 200% satisfaction 

guarantee
• Weekly Zoom sessions
• Hero group membership benefits
• Expert consultation available



VII. Q&A Session


