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Collaborative Family Trees 

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Privacy
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Site Number Cost

Family Search 1.6 billion† Free

Geni 195 million Free or Pro @$149‡

Wikitree 41 million Free
† Many duplicates.
‡ With a free account: can add unlimited people, merge duplicates, collaborate with others, and take 

advantage of our DNA features. Geni Pro subscription will give you access to additional features, such 

as Tree Matches, full access to search. Record Matches and Smart Matches are offered in partnership 

with MyHeritage and requires a separate MyHeritage data subscription to confirm them to your Geni 

profiles.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Privacy


What is WikiTree?

• “WikiTree is a community of genealogists growing an increasingly-
accurate collaborative family tree that's 100% free for everyone forever.”

• A single linked family tree is the goal.

• You’re required to add source(s) to be able to add a person. Living people 
added only with their permission.

• Each profile is given a unique ID (Surname-#) and each has a custom 
independently-managed Privacy Level and Trusted List.

If you're on the profile's Trusted List, you can access everything. If you're not on the 
Trusted List, what you can see and do will depend on the Privacy Level.

• Many interesting features and tools for genealogists.

• Can import your tree via Gedcom or export a GEDcom to upload elsewhere.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Privacy
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https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Collaborative_Family_Tree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:The_Free_Family_Tree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Protecting_Our_Shared_Tree
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Privacy


WikiTree Collaboration

• A wiki is a type of website designed for collaboration.

• Collaboration means working together on a common project.

• Collaboration Requires Communication

• Most collaboration problems can be resolved by citing sources, 
communicating with courtesy, and abiding by a few other basic rules.

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Problems_with_Members

• Styles and Standards
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards
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• 500,000 interconnected African-American family members; the largest 
public free database of connected African-American families

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Wiki
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Problems_with_Members
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Styles_and_Standards


WikiTree Advantages

• Your tree and research will be preserved.
• Members see virtually no advertisements.
• Cousin bait: Cousins can easily find you via WikiTree and you can leave them 

a message.
• High Google rank for profiles; WikiTree uses Search Engine Optimization.
• WikiTree has two types of profiles:

 Person Profiles

Free-Space Profiles for anything other than individual people.

• Sourcing tools: Search Ancestry, Family Search, MyHeritage, FindMyPast, etc.
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Frees Space example:
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:Old_Brick_Store

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Person_Profile
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Free-Space_Profile
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:Old_Brick_Store


WikiTree Privacy Issues

• All profiles of non-living people without any sensitive information or 
real privacy concerns should be set as Open.

• Profiles of people born over 150 years ago or who died over 100 years 
ago must be Open.

• Profiles of living people by default are private and permission asked to 
create their profile.

• Compliant with General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), see:  GDPR 
FAQ
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https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:GDPR_FAQ
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:GDPR_FAQ


Getting Started with WikiTree

www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Membership
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Our community has three levels of membership. You choose your level. 
Everything on WikiTree is 100% free for everyone forever — there are no 
"premium memberships" here.

1. Guests are just checking things out.

2. Family Members want to communicate with cousins or exchange genealogy 
information but aren't sure they want to help grow our tree.

3. Wiki Genealogists collaborate on our increasingly-accurate single family tree.

http://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Help:Membership


New WikiTree Format – Introduced March 2025

Here are some links you might find helpful:

• YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8S61Cgq6XlA

• New Wikitree Interface: 
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1868445/having-trouble-getting-around-
the-new-wikitree-interface

• New Wikitree Design: https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1864545/need-
help-navigating-the-new-design

https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1862087/the-new-wikitree-is-here
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8S61Cgq6XlA
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1868445/having-trouble-getting-around-the-new-wikitree-interface
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1868445/having-trouble-getting-around-the-new-wikitree-interface
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1864545/need-help-navigating-the-new-design
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1864545/need-help-navigating-the-new-design
https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1862087/the-new-wikitree-is-here


New WikiTree Format – Old vs. New Profile Layout

                   Old                                                  New

https://www.wikitree.com/g2g/1862087/the-new-wikitree-is-here
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Toolbar is across the top 



New WikiTree Search Location
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Click on the magnifying glass to search for profiles in WikiTree.

Defaults to the surname of the Profile page that you’re on.



WikiTree Layout – Advanced Search
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Use Advanced Search when 
there are may profiles with 
same of similar given name 

and or surname



New WikiTree Format – Customize Profile Layout

setup:
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Click on the 
Drop-down 
menu then 
select Account 
Controls.

In Account Controls 
scroll down to find 
Profile. Select which 
tab is the default 
setting



Creating a New Profile

• When creating a new profile the form (③) will ask for 
name, birth and death dates and locations and a source  
(④). Next WikiTree will search for possible duplicates, if 
none found proceed to add. Need at least on birth or 
death date. Next WikiTree will search for possible 
duplicates, if found use if none found proceed to add. 

• If no surname known enter ‘Unknown’ if no known given 
name use ‘Anonymous’. Profile ID= Unknown-###
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② ③

①

④

⑤

First name

Surname

Birth date

Death date

Source(s)

Middle name

Sex

Birth location

Death location

Required  info
At least one

Optional



WikiTree Profile Layout - 1

First section has general 

1. BD vital statistics

2. Links to other items

3. Links to other family 
members 

4. Hovering over a 
person reveals their 
info.
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②

③

①

Degrees of Separation 
from you

④



WikiTree Layout - 2

• Contents* (optional)

• Any images of 
photos/ sources
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* Content can be 
turned off



WikiTree Layout - 3

• Biography

Can be a few sentences 
or as long as you like.

• DNA Connections uses 
MitoYDNA input

• Websearch links 
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https://mitoydna.org/

https://mitoydna.org/


WikiTree Layout - 4

• Misc. items
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WikiTree Layout - 5

• Sources and References
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Citations can be embedded into the 
biography text when in edit mode 
using html codes:
     
<ref> text </ref> for citations. Only 
visible in edit mode.

Repeat a citation use: 
<ref name=“xyz”> text <ref> in first 
citation then in subsequent citations 
only need <ref name=“xyz”/> 

   is used before any text or sources*

Hovering over the citation number in 
the bio reveals the whole citation.



WikiTree Layout - 6

Last section
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Miscellaneous items 
1. merges, 
2. connections, 
3, categories

②

③

①



WikiTree Profile Biography – Simple to 
Detailed

The bio will have by 
default a narrative based 

on birth date and if known 
the parents names and 

death date.

Narrative can be edited to 
include as much info as 

desired along with 
citations, pictures, tables 

and .
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Info in the red box was added manually 



WikiTree Projects

A project is a group of 
members organized 
around a topic or 
volunteer activity

21RUG WikiTree Presentation 12 April 2025 - Ullrich

For example: The One 
Name Study Project
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Proje
ct:One_Name_Studies

List of:
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Categ
ory:One_Name_Studies

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:One_Name_Studies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:One_Name_Studies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:One_Name_Studies
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:One_Name_Studies


RootsSearch Tool for Searching Websites
RootsSearch link is on every profile for Research. Links for search many 
sites e.g., Ancestry, Family Search, MyHeritage, etc.
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Select site to search
Download RootsSearch:  https://www.rootssearch.io/

https://www.rootssearch.io/


Wikitree Sourcer ꟷ Getting and Customization
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Install free from Chrome or Foxfire store or small fee for Safari browser.

Once installed the [1] extension 
icon will appear in browser
Hovering over the icon reveals 
options for source searching and 
another option to customize 
how a source is formatted.



WikiTree Sourcer ꟷ Search Records & Creates Citations 
or Sources for Use in WikiTree

1. Ability to search many website for relevant records
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Homepage for Sourcer: https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer

Ancestry

Archion

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer


Wikitree Sourcer ꟷ List of Websites

List of 41 websites 
that can be searched 
automatically  for 
relevant records.

List order can be 
reordered.
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Current list:  https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer_supported_sites

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer_supported_sites


Quickly Create Source Citations from most Websites via 
WikiTree Citation Extension

Source Citation in the clipboard:
* '''2007 Newspaper''': "Newspapers.com"<br/>News-Press (Fort Myers, Florida) Thu, Sep 13, 
2007, page 20<br/>{{Newspapers.com|127739734}} (accessed 6 July 2023)

②

③

④①

⑤

Select the [1] extension in the browser. If you’re not on a recognized source webpage ② open a 
page with a source. In Newspaper.com, need to view a clipped article (③); this opens new 
window which when [1] is selected (④) the dropdown menu lets you select citation options,⑤.
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https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:WikiTree_Sourcer


Wikitree Sourcer ꟷ Single or Multiple 
Citation Creation, Census Tables, Bio
Navigate to page with the source. In Sourcer, select create citation (footnote) 
or source.

Multiple sources can also be captured at once from a person’s genealogy 
page (Ancestry, MyHeritage, FamilySearch).

A narrative using same sources can also be exported for use in Wikitree.

Create Census table from a Census record to embed in a profile. 
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Open Source app: https://github.com/RobPavey/wikitree-sourcer/

https://github.com/RobPavey/wikitree-sourcer/


Wikitree Sourcer ꟷ Custom Citation Creation
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For unsupported sites the Sourcer extension doesn't have permission to 
extract anything from the page - not even the URL of the page. So, the user must 
enter the information by hand - either by typing it in or copy/pasting it from 
the page being cited.



WikiTree Sourcer ꟷ Example of an Archion Search

Automatically finds 
relevant church books 
that might have 
records of interest.

Subscription still 
needed to view but 
tells you if and exact 
records that are 
available.
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Archion is a website with Protestant German Church records

Searched my gggf 
Friedrich Ullrich from 

his Wikitree Profile



Audit trail for All Changes

Any change that is made to a profile has an audit trail that you can review 

and revert back to it or recover just a part of the former information. Name 

of person doing the editing is recorded. Icon found at top of the page.
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Click on the individual audited 
change to view

Click the Audit icon



Audit Trails for All Profile Change

Review an individual edit in the audit trail by comparing the displayed 
Previous Info to the Changed Info. 
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Check for Missing Relationships: CC7 App

• Check missing relationships
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Path to find the CC7 App①

② Select Missing Links

CC = Connection Counts



Check for Missing Relationships: Missing Links
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Profile ID of the person queried

Paste ID of Profile of interest

①        ②              ③                  ④        ⑤  ⑥   ⑦     ⑧

# Column Info

①   Profile Name 

②   Birth & Death dates   

③   Birth & Death place 

④   Known Father/Mother 

⑤   Has Spouse?

⑥   Number of children

⑦   Check for duplicates 

⑧   Wikitree-ID

Pink are potential missing 
people not in Wikitree



WikiTree Help

Help area is called G2G where you can post your questions.

Open ‘Forum G2G’
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Thank You

Questions?
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